With White college grads hurting, Blacks are on real shaky ground
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At the end of the day, whatever path is chosen, our young Black students must strive for an
education.

The college class of 2012 is in for a rude awakening when they go job hunting after graduation.

A weak labor market has left half of young college graduates either jobless or underemployed in
positions that don’t fully use their skills and knowledge.

And these graduates primarily are White.

If ever there was a “wake up call” to the Black community, this is it.

With African-American males dropping out of high school at alarming rates, this should give all
of us pause as we examine how best to engage Black students in the education process.

If White college graduates can’t get jobs in this economy, young Black males and females who
can’t even attain a high school diploma don’t stand a chance of success.

While there’s strong demand in science, education and health fields, arts and humanities
flounder. Median wages for those with bachelor’s degrees are down from 2000, hit by
technological changes that are eliminating midlevel jobs such as bank tellers.

All in all, this is not a pretty picture.

Young African-Americans must seize the educational moment whether it be in higher education
in job fields with potential growth or seek courses of study in the trades such as plumbing,

1/2

With White college grads hurting, Blacks are on real shaky ground
Thursday, 26 April 2012 08:38

carpentry, electrical work and welding.

Sometimes these so-called blue collar jobs can be as lucrative as white collar positions.

At the end of the day, whatever path is chosen, our young Black students must strive for an
education.

Otherwise we’re looking at a very gloomy America and its neighborhoods.

2/2

