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World AIDS Day was first conceived in August 1987 by James W. Bunn and Thomas Netter,

By JAMES W. WADE III

Staff Reporter

Across the world today, millions of people are recognizing an international pandemic that knows
no geographical boundaries. Nationally and internationally, Dec. 1 is being celebrated as World
Aids Day.
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In Cleveland, the day’s being acknowledged with an annual AIDS Day walk. The walk will take
off from City Hall beginning at 6 p.m. and end at the Rock Hall of Fame. Candles will be handed
out to those who attend an effort to remember those who have died from AIDS. The walk will
conclude with a reception featuring speakers and music.

AIDS has killed more than 25 million people between 1981 and 2007, and an estimated 33.2
million people worldwide live with HIV as of 2007, making it one of the most destructive
epidemics in recorded history. Despite recent, improved access to antiretroviral treatment and
care in many regions of the world, the AIDS epidemic claimed an estimated 2 million lives in
2007, of which about 270,000 were children.

In Akron, the Metro Transit Center will provide free, confidential HIV screenings and information
provided by local healthcare providers. Testing will run from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Community
Room of the
Metro Transit Center on South Broadway in Akr
on
.

World AIDS Day was established to raise awareness of the global epidemic and encourage
people to be tested.
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that more than one million people in
the U.S. are living with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS; but one in five Americans do not know
they are infected. In order to reinforce the importance of early detection and treatment, the CDC
updated its guidelines in 2006 to include HIV testing as part of every individual's routine
healthcare. There are an estimated 33 million people living with HIV worldwide.

World AIDS Day was first conceived in August 1987 by James W. Bunn and Thomas Netter,
two public information officers for the Global Programme on AIDS at the World Health
Organization
in Gene
va, Switzerland
. Bunn and Netter took their idea to Dr. Jonathan Mann, Director of the Global Programme on
AIDS (now known as
UNAIDS
). Dr. Mann liked the concept, approved it, and agreed with the recommendation that the first
observance of World AIDS Day should be 1 December, 1988.

Bunn, a broadcast journalist on a leave-of-absence from his reporting duties at K PIX-TV in San
Francisco
, recommended the date of 1 December believing it would maximize coverage by western news
media. Since 1988 was an election year in the
U.S.
, Bunn suggested that media outlets would be weary of their post-election coverage and eager
to find a fresh story to cover. Bunn and Netter determined that 1 December was long enough
after the election and soon enough before the Christmas holidays that it was, in effect, a dead
spot in the news calendar and thus perfect timing for World AIDS Day.
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